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Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter! Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop 
photos off at the church office.  

MYSTERY PERSON! 
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Merry Christmas! 

We may be about to start a new year, but it is still Christmas Season until Epiphany!   

Christmas is a season of praise and thanksgiving for the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, which began on Christ-

mas Eve and continues through the Day of Epiphany.  

The word “Christmas” comes from the season’s first service, the Christ Mass.   

Epiphany begins on January 6 and comes from the Greek word epiphania, which means “manifestation.”   

We have witnessed the manifestation of Christ in our presence at Christmas!   

 

Christ has come!  Christ is Here!  And we know that indeed Christ will come again!  

We are filled with hope, for what God has done and what we know God will do again!  

We have seen that all things are possible with God!   

All things are Possible!  

Do we really believe this?  

I certainly hope so.   

 

 

We have just celebrated the Prince of Peace—we pray for peace—do we believe peace is possible? 

So often when we speak of hope, peace, joy, and love—it is dismissed.  

When we affirm the possibility of this- that God can and does really make these miracles happen—very often   peo-

ple toss aside our earnest belief because it just doesn’t fit reality.  

Yet- Jesus did not fit into the reality- he broke in and changed everything!  

It isn’t just the world that tells us this though, it is us too.  

I believe too often, we are afraid to be, to do, to live:  the impossible.  

I believe too often we are afraid to trust that God really will do what God says God will do.  

 

The Incarnation of Christ—Christmas – is all about knowing that God does what God says!   

God comes in the flesh!  

And the first thing the angel told Mary and Joseph and the Shepherds was, “Do not be afraid!”  

This year, do not be afraid to trust in the Incarnation!   

Do not be afraid to trust in the REALITY of God!   

And if we can truly trust in this reality- anything really is possible!  

What would your dream be?  

Continued on the next page 
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A stronger marriage?  

A healthier life?  

A better financial future?  

More joy in your life?  

How are these things possible in this New Year?  

 

Do you think you could have a stronger marriage by Valentine’s Day?  It is possible!  Come 

to a new Small Group Study, Love to Stay, starting on Wednesday, January 14,  from 6:30-8:00pm. 

Could you be healthier?  Yes.  How is it possible?  Perhaps you may want to star t a walking 

or   running group or accountability group with friends from church.  Do you go to the gym early?   

Perhaps others do, too.   

Looking for a better financial future?  Perhaps a Financial Peace University class may be just 

the thing.   

Do you want more joy?  Changing our  lives to have more joy begins with how we see the 

world.  

 

This past Sunday, we heard how Simeon declared on the temple steps, “I have seen the Messiah!”  

Is the Incarnation of Christ also the reality in our lives?   If so, how?  

 

Our new Sermon Series “A Complaint Free World” could be just the thing to help us focus 

on the presence of Christ in our lives, and begin to see 

ourselves and the world around us in the light of 

Christ rather than in the clouds of        complaint.  

Complaints are the dark clouds that ruin sunny days.   

We dislike the complaints of others, finding them      

counterproductive, negative and in contrast to our desire 

to see the good around us.   

 

At the same time, the habit of complaint is a hard one to break in our own lives.  It is easy to see 

what is wrong with another person or situation.  That can lead an almost irresistible desire to voice 

our complaint.   

Imagine living in a complaint free world, where no one had anything negative to share about other 

people, their work, or home life.  This sermon series will help us break the habit of complaint and 

give a month-long challenge to push complaining out of our homes and lives so that we can find the 

beauty of the life God has given us.  

Could this be a new reality? One that lives in the light of Christ and knowing that the reality of God

- the incarnation- has broken into the world to create something new?  

I’m ready for reality that lives in the light of Christ!  I hope you are too!  

 

In God’s Love,  

Pastor Beth  
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Bermuda Hundred UMC — Advent Photos 



 

The Future of Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church: 
 What is God’s Plan for Us? 

 

During this wonderful holiday season, we are often in the midst of so many activities that our   
focus may shift entirely on the tasks and events, and not the “reason for the season.” We may 
even sometimes feel that there is no time to breathe, just do!    So, it may seem like an odd time 
to suggest that we do just that, breathe.  By taking time from our busy schedules to stop, breathe 
deeply, and pray, it opens the door for a closer connection to God, to thank Him for our many 
blessings and receive guidance on his wishes for us. 

 

BHUMC will turn 60 years old in 2016!  With 2015 nearly dawning, it is the perfect time to     
reflect on accomplishments, take stock of our current ministries, and fully engage in planning for 
the future.  In preparation, Pastor Beth, Lay leaders, and our Chair of council have been study-
ing the book Discerning Your Congregation’s Future:  A Strategic and Spiritual Approach by Roy M.  
Oswald and Robert E. Friedrich, Jr.  The authors hold that Christian faith is rooted in the desire 
to seek and do God’s will, to discern it. 

 

As we begin our journey of visioning and discernment, we start with the premise that no one can 
fully comprehend the nature of God’s will.  It is revealed through scripture, prayer, and faithfully 
remaining open to the Holy Spirit’s leading us to a better understanding.  To help with the      
organizational aspects of the journey, the Reflection and Visioning Task Force has been formed 
from a cross-section of the congregation. They will not be working alone and will not be 
“deciding” anything.  Their role is to facilitate prayerful meetings with multiple groups with the 
aim of “uncovering the decisions.” 

 

An opening retreat for all of the Church Council is scheduled for Saturday, February 7, 2015 for 
orientation and discussion.  Currently, the plan is for a series of small group, in-home meetings 
to be held in February and March to conduct ministry assessments.  In mid-to-late April histori-
cal reflection is the next focus with a church wide “Night to Remember,”  followed in May a time 
of identifying our church’s norms, values, and strengths.  In June and July, we will interview key 
people in the community.  In September, the whole congregation will review the reports from all 
of these meetings and glean and prioritize goals.  In October, we should have a mission state-
ment and goals from all of these conversations that we will report to church council and Charge 
Conference in November. 

By faithfully reaching out to God for guidance, we will learn much about ourselves, our              
community, and how to best devote ourselves to the future. 

Blessings! 
Liz Carter McDonough 

Reflection and Visioning Task Force 
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 Pastor    Rev. Elizabeth Anderson  930-7627 

 Church Council Chair  Tammy Ritenour  530-2503 

 Lay Leaders   Liz McDonough   712-2266 

     Tyler Craddock         530-4102 

     Tina Morris         530-2004 

 SPRC Chair   Phyllis Carpenter  530-2027 

 Finance Chair   Bill Talley   530-0506 

 Board of Trustees Chair  Brian Hodges   898-5455 

 Church Treasurer  Paul Morgan   530-2190 

 Delegate to Annual Conference Tina Morris    530-2004 

 Recording Secretary  Tabitha Strickler   337-8535 

 Worship Chair   Edna Sherrill    530-3030 

 Nurture Chair   Peggy Proper   530-3096 

 Welcoming/Evangelism               Marcie Callahan   530-2323 

 Stewardship Chair  Dave Steinbraker                530-2893 

 Memorial Committee Chair Margaret Reynolds   530-3375 

 Discipling Team   Tabitha Strickler   337-8535 

 United Methodist Women Doris Morefield   530-2969 

 Youth Representative   Savannah Hodges   894-7581 

 United Methodist Men  TBA   

 Lay Leadership    Rev. Elizabeth Anderson  930-7627 

 Missions Chair   Ann McNinch   530-2571 

 Scouting Liaison   Marc Wilts   586-7195  

 Members at Large:  Charlie Ruxton       530-3949 

     Stuart Morefield        530-2969 

January Meetings  
 Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 AM 

 Keenagers meet at Noon at Divine on Wednesday, January 7th. 
 Reflection and Visioning Task Force  will meet Wednesday, January 7th at 7:00 PM 

 SPRC will meet Thursday, January 8th at 6:00 PM. 
 Finance Committee, Tuesday, January 13th at 6:30 PM  

 Church Council will meet Tuesday, January 13th at 7:30 PM 
 Gladys Toom’s Small Group will meet at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, Jan 14 & 28 

 UMW will meet Monday, January 19th at River’s Bend Grill  at 6:30PM 
 UMM will meet at River’s Bend Grill on Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30PM 

 

2015 Church Council  
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United Methodist Women 

Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We are looking 
forward to a great year. 
 

We had 10 women attend the James River District UMW 
Advent Retreat at Blackstone led by Pastor Beth.  
 

Our next meeting will be January 19th at Rivers Bend Grill 
at 6:30 for dinner.  We will not provide child care because 
we are not meeting at the church. 
 

We will provide dinner for the Youth on January 18th. 
 
United Methodist Day at the General Assembly is        
February 5th. 
 

-Doris Morefield, UMW President 

United Methodist Men  
 

The United Methodist Men thank you for supporting the Church Budget by coming 
to the Pancake Supper. We hope you had a good time and enjoyed the food.  While 
we’re at it, we thank you for your support throughout the 2014 year.  
 
All men are welcome and invited to attend our meetings, which are held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month, usually at the River’s Bend Grill. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Bermuda Hundred UMM 
 

 

UMW members at the James River 
District Advent Retreat 

December 6, 2014 
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"Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes  

courage, hard work, and lots of grace."  

Led by several couples from Bermuda Hundred UMC, this is the beginning of a 6-week 

study exploring how to make love last in our relationship. 

Based on Adam Hamilton's book, Love to Stay, our first 

session starts with a lesson entitled "More than a Piece of 

Paper." The book is available from the church office for 

$12.50 or you may purchase it on your own. Childcare 

will be available.  The study will begin each week at 6:30 

and end at 8pm and  

 

Wednesday, January 14—More Than a Piece of Paper 
Wednesday, January 21—What She Wants, What He Wants 
Wednesday, January 28-Habits That Hurt, Habits That Heal  
Wednesday, February 4—The Significance of Sexual Intimacy 
Wednesday, February 11—Clothe, Bear With, and Forgive,  
Tuesday, February 17—A Love That Lasts                                                                                                            
(We will meet after Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper) 

New Small Group Study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 Stuart Morefield  

7 Paul Mooney 

8 Jessica Mathis 

13 Elaine Ruxton, Jessica Rickman 

15 Jim Gorman, Stan Forbes 

16 Darren Woodell 

17 Jim Winn 

19 Amy Crump 

21  Tori Alexander 

26       Cindy Morgan, Brandon Spence, & 

 Luis F. Ramirez 

27 Fred Proper, Natalia Crump 

29 Jason Coker 

30 Kevin Frick 
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Just Coffee 

We have finished Ann Voskamp's study on One Thousand Gifts, which was a refreshing and          
life-changing look at gratitude in the light of Christ's love. 

 

We were honored to provide Christmas gifts for a family struggling financially this year due to a 
family member living with Multiple Sclerosis.  This program, held annually by the Central and  
Eastern Virginia Chapter of the National MS Society, matches families to willing donors.  Our  
family was made up of a mother, an 11-year-old daughter, and a 20-year-old son.  Several members 
of Just Coffee generously participated in this donation event, and just seeing all the gifts together 
warmed our spirits.  This family will have new clothes, coats, socks and underwear, and other      
special gifts to make their holiday season brighter.  We were blessed to be (as Ann Voskamp called) 
the GIFT for someone else! 
 

We will begin a new study in 2015.  If more laughter, more friendship, or a closer relationship with 
God is on your list of resolutions, come join us!  We meet in the Fellowship Hall every week during 
Sunday School.  Visit our blog to stay up to date with what we're studying:        

http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com  

       A BIG thank you to everyone who donated to the United Methodist Women’s Mitten 
Trees! The church collected 69 pairs of underwear,  76 pairs of gloves, 74 pairs of socks, 2      
t-shirts, 13 scarves and 24 hats! All of the items were distributed to three area schools, one 
Hopewell school, and the smaller items were donated to our preschool.  Again, thank you for 
your generosity. 
The Crafty Ladies adopted nine children and six mothers from Enon, Elizabeth Scott, and 
Marguerite Christian Elementary schools for Christmas this year. It’s a blessing to know that 
these families were able to have a very merry Christmas! 
The children from the Backpack program received stockings filled with munchies and a little 
something sweet from the Crafty Ladies. 
The “Just Coffee” group provided presents for a family who is affected 
by MS. If you are on Facebook, I’m sure that you saw the picture that 
Tabitha Strickler posted (right). The  picture showed just what       
Christmas is all about. Love for your fellow man and giving joy to      
others!  
       Ann McNinch                                                                                                          
       Missions Chair 

Missions 



SERVANT 

 

JANUARY 4 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

 

   

 

JANUARY 11 

  

 

 

 

JANUARY 18 

 

 

 

JANUARY 25 

 

8:30 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Marc & Mindy Wilts 
 Neil & Ditty 

Mooney 
TBA 

Elaine & Charlie  

Ruxton 

11:00 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Betty & Sandy Forbes 
Margaret Reynolds &                     

Martha Meadows 
Alexander Family Youth 

Acolytes 

Kelsey Callahan  

 &  

Gracie Anderson 

Mason Steinbraker & 

 Justin LaRue 
Jeremy Gutshall &                     
Dylan Craddock 

Savannah Talley  & 

 Abby Mayes 

Reader/ 

Lay  

Servant 

Tyler Craddock Tyler Craddock Tina Morris Tina Morris 

 

Children’s Church  

 

No Children’s Church 
today  

Sheila LaRue Kelly Manor  Tyler Craddock  

UMYF Meals No UMYF    No Sunday UMYF  UMW 

 

No Sunday UMYF 

  

Altar Guild for January:  Nancy Byrd  

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195   

 11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Sandy Forbes at 530-2055 

Acolytes:  Sheila LaRue at 454-1284  

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

January 2015 Sunday Servants   

 Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church January 2015 



 Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church January 2015 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will 

meet on Tuesday,  
January 13th                         

from 1:00 to 3:00pm 
at Glenn Harrison’s home. 

 

See Lily Enz for more  
information! 

Christmas Mail 
 

Please pick up your Christmas mail in 
the Fellowship Hall  

by Sunday, January 5  

 

    

 

 

The church office will be closed  
on Thursday, January 1 and  

Friday, January 2.  
 

 

 

 

 

  We are collecting new and used coats and  
jackets in good condition for children at local 
elementary schools. Please leave your donated 
coats and jackets on the coat rack at the top of 

the steps just before you enter the  

Sanctuary area. 
 

The clothing will be distributed to Enon,     
Elizabeth Scott, Marguerite Christian, and   

Harry E. James Elementary Schools.  

Thank you! 



 UMYF News 
Our Youth have done many wonderful things in 2014 to include feeding the homeless, raking 
leaves, Operation Christmas Child, fall retreat, the Walk through Bethlehem, Hanging of the 
Greens, Christmas caroling, and many other fun activities during our weekly meetings.  There 
have been some changes in our youth ministry also; we now have a Youth Council that will be 
key in getting things done this next year, we are meeting on some Wednesday nights to            
accommodate people’s schedules who could never make it to a Sunday meeting, and I am new to 
this family of young adults.  I want to thank everyone who has helped throughout the fall, I 
could not have done this without you!   
 
Anyone can help our youth group.  You do not need a child participating to help.   
Sometimes the youth prefer to have people that are not their parents involved.  In 2015 we have 
big plans that include a Lock-In, Winter Retreat, volunteering at various places, and our Mission 
Trip this summer.  ALL of these events need volunteers to make them happen!  Please consider 
getting to know our youth and volunteering to spend time with this amazing group of young 
adults. 
 
We will also be having several fundraisers in 2015 to help support us going on our mission trip 
and other activities that will be planned.  One of our biggest fundraisers will start in January.  It 
is called the “Wall of Money” and will be at the top of the stairs as you head into the Sanctuary.  
100% of this money will go directly to the youth group and their missions, it is an easy way to 
donate to our youth without having to buy something you may not even need, but feel like you 
should just to show support with only a portion of the profits going to them. 

 
Again, thank you to everyone who has helped, there are too 
many to list! 
Peace and Love, 
Laurel Sage 
Director of Children and 
Youth Ministry 
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Children’s Ministry News 
 

I am so proud of all the children in our church this year!  They have participated in 
many events from Vacation Bible School to Harvest Fest and most recently the 
Christmas Eve Service.  I am inspired by their excitement to learn more about Jesus 
and the Bible every week during Children’s Church.  None of this would be       
possible without all the help from their parents.  Every week these parents have   
volunteered to help out and be a shining example to their children by teaching 
them and their friends more about our Lord. 

 
The Children’s Church room will have a new look come January.  I made new signs 
that will be hung and we may even rearrange a little bit.  The children will also start 
to use the felt board on a regular basis to help enhance their learning experience 
and give the smaller ones a way to be more involved.  I would also like to plan a few 
events throughout the next year were we can get all the children together for some 
play dates, kind of like youth group, but for the little ones. 
 
Thank you again to everyone who has volunteered and helped out this past year — 
you are amazing! 

 
Peace and Love, 
Laurel Sage 
Director of  

Children and Youth Ministry 

 

 

 

Saturday Jan 31st Youth Fundraiser:  

 Parent’s Night Out!  5-10pm 

Come drop off your children and have a night to yourselves to recover from the hol-
idays!   

No set amount, donations are appreciated. 
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Christmas at Bermuda Hundred UMC 
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Dear Bermuda Hundred 

UMC,  

We are all so grateful  for 

your generous outpouring 

this Christmas in gifts for 

the staff!   

We are all honored to serve 

in ministry with for the  

glory of God!   

Thank you for your kindness and generosity!   

 

With Great Thanks,  

 

The Bermuda Hundred UMC Staff 

Pastor Beth, Christine Miles, Barbara Rutherford, Erin Gwinn,  

Dwight Harro, Laurel Sage, Judy Clark, Mindy Cline, and Mindy Wilts 


